[G] They said, “R. Yohanan, the sandal maker, really is an 
Alexandrian.” 


[H] [Resuming the narrative: } “And they arose from their meeting with a 
kiss.” 


[I] And whoever in the group did not have a cloak — his fellow cut 
his cloak in half and gave it to him. 


[J] And why did they do so? Because each one of them interpreted the 
following verse in seven different ways [and each had to dress 
appropriately for the presentation of his exegesis]: “Let me sing 
for my beloved a love song concerning his vineyard; my beloved 
had a vineyard on a very fertile hill” (Isa. 5:1). 


[K] And they praised [the exegesis] of the last of them, because he had 
found a fine aspect of the verse. They say it was R. Simeon b. 
Yohai. 


[L] And why were they forced {to meet in the valley of Rimon, 
rather than in a settled place]? 


[M] For they interpreted the verse as follows: “You shall make for 
yourself no molten gods” (Exod. 34:7). 


[N] And what is written immediately thereafter? “The feast of 
unleavened bread you shall keep. Seven days you shall eat 
unleavened bread, as I commanded you, at the time appointed 
in the month Abib; for in the month Abib you came out from 
Egypt” (Exod. 34:8). 


[O] They held, “Whoever has sufficient grounds for doubt to 


expect that it is necessary to intercalate the year and does not 
do so is as if he worships idols.” 


[P] When they were ready to leave, they said, “Come and let us 
leave a memorial to what we have done,” and they saw a 
marble stone, and each one of them took a nail and 
hammered it in, and the nail went into the stone as into a 


piece of dough, and up to the present time it is called, “The 
marble with the nails.” 


[M:3 A] [Resuming MI:1:] Said R. Yohanan, “As to the holding place of which 
they have spoken [at M. 3:1C], whether it is on the inside or the 
outside of the utensil, it is in accord with the way in which fastidious 
people hold [the utensil].” 


